Che Rhodes Scholarship Censt. 


Auditorium Hotel, Chicago, 
August 29, 1917. 
Dear Dr. Falconer: 

I had just had to make an important de- 
cision, As I have tralelled through the States it has 
gradually become clear that the new conditions created by 
America's entry into the War have made a new policy about 
our Scholarships absolubely necessary. After ® consultation 
with Rrenxidtekuxx Presidents Lowell, Hadley, Schurman, Judson, 


James, and others, I last night cabled to our Trustees in 
London asking them for authority to postpone entirely the 
election of American Scholars for the present year, We have 
found that intending candidates very generally have volun- 
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teered for military service and we know that others who 
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Nave 
not done so are liable to be selected under the draft 
Now that your Conscription Bill in Canada has become law, 
IT have advised that the same principle should be applied 


to Canada as well. I feel quite sure that you will approve 
of this. The conditions of eligibility for our Scholarships 
are very nearly those of liability for military service, 
so that ke if we made appointments we should have to select 
from an unfit class. Outside of all this, I think that the 
postponment of the Scholarships will nave a useful influence 
on public opinion about the War, 

It will be better, I think, to say nothing about this 


till I am able to make a formal and public announcement, 


But I am anxious for you to know about it as soon as pos- 


The vigourous and altogether admirable reply of the 
President to the Pope has just come in, and I think it will 
open the eyes, even of the blinded German people,to the real 
struggle in which we are engaged. Will it 
make them fight more desperately, or will it incline them 

to a change of heart and system? If the former, then we shall 
have to bear the brunt of the German attack before the 

weight of America can fully come in, as they will aim at 

doing something decisive before they have to face the gq armies 
which are being raised here, There is another aspect of the 
President's message which I think we Canadians must consider. 
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A general election now seems inevitable, and I cannot but 
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think that America’s determination to fight the thing out 


to the end, as expressed by President Wilson, will braceup 
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no are bent on winning the War, and shame ¢ 
even the Frenchmen who are hanging back, But I fear that that 
section of our population is not influenced by the motives 
which powerfully affect the rest of us. 

IT am spending the next month here in the Middle West, 
his address reaches me for a few days and any new one can 
always be got from the Masseys, with whom I keep in touch, 


Believe me, 


Yours very sincerely, 


Sir Robert Falconer, K.C.M.G., 


Toronto University, Toronto, 
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